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 Forty-three years ago, Green Hill School was 

purchased by Sharon Mennonite Bible Institute.  

Shortly thereafter, one of the charter board mem-

bers, Leroy Gehman, noted a property adjacent to the 

institute and said, ñSMBI needs to purchase that 

property.ò  With that, he began to pray to that end.  

In the course of time, the property owner was ap-

proached about selling, but had no interest.   

 Through the years, SMBI has encountered nu-

merous land related obstacles.  First, when needing 

to construct sand mounds for sewage drainage, we did 

not have the required land area for the project.  After 

some difýculty, God provided just enough land to 

move ahead. 

 When SMBI developed plans to put an addition 

on the front of the school- now the ofýces, chapel, 

library, and ladies dorm- more land issues blocked the 

way.  This time the property across route 30 included 

a small slice of land along the front of SMBIôs proper-

ty.  This made the setbacks too close for construction.  

Again, more delays.  In this case, the neighboring 

property changed hands and the new property owner 

sold the land in question to SMBI for $1. 

 Later still, additional staff housing was needed.  

Once again, neighboring land owners were contacted, 

but there was no interest in selling even limited 

ground.  This time we expanded the ground level and 

added a second þoor to an existing structure on the 

campus.  So, through the years, there has been repeat-

ed difýculties with property limitations.  

 Several years ago, Leroy expressed his continued 

thought that ñSMBI needs to buy that property across 

the road.ò  Well, at that point, the owner didnôt share 

his opinion.  However, he was beginning to think 

about selling ñsome time.ò  In the summer of 2018, 

SMBI was permitted to get an ofýcial appraisal of the 

property.  Unfortunately, it was considerably less than 

the $290,000 the owner indicated he would like to 

have for it.  So, we continued to wait.  

 During all this time, SMBI has rented two houses 

adjacent to the school for staff needs from the local 

Methodist parish.  While providing needed housing, 

the accommodations are not the best, water supply is 

limited in the one, and mold has been an issue in the 

other.   

 With continued housing needs and decisions to be 

made, in May, the SMBI association decided to offer 

$256,000 for the purchase of the property.  A counter 

offer of $265,000 was received and accepted on June 

17, 2019.   

 After making this landmark decision, the next 

discussion was the payment of the 10% down pay-

ment by July 31.  However, what the association did 

not know when making their decision was that a 

check for the exact amount needed had arrived at the 

ofýce that morning, just hours before the meeting!   

Godôs timing is amazing, if not always as expected! 

   Continued on next page... 

the aƻƴƛǘƻǊ Calendar of Events 

Staff Retreat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sept. 19 - 20  

First Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sept. 21 - Oct. 31 

Post-Term Opportunities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oct. 21 - Oct. 31 

Wrap-up. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 1  

Second Term . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 4  - Dec. 13 

Christian Nurture Conference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nov. 22-24 

Thanksgiving Vacation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Nov. 28 - 29 

Choir Tour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 13 - 20 

 
bƻǝŎŜΥ 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƴ ϧ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
ŬǊǎǘΣ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŬƊƘ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ   
¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǘŜǊƳ  

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƛǝƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎΦ 
 

 

           

Student Opportunities 
1st Term - September 21ðOctober 31, 2019 

Classes Offered: 
Christ In The Old Testament 
Local Church Evangelism 
I, II Thessalonians 

Biblical Cultural Foundations 
Principles of Biblical Interpretation 
Music Theology & Ministry 
Developing the Servant 

John  
§ Post-term opportunities 

§ Discipleship Group Program 
 

2nd Term - November 4ðDecember 13, 2019 
Classes Offered: 
Personal Evangelism 
Wisdom Literature 
Revelation 

Growth In Christ 
Anabaptist History 

Genesis 
Timothy / Titus 

Servanthood That Enriches 
I, II, II John / Jude 

§ 1 week choir tour following term 
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